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American Frl^od^ Service Comrrlttee. Who Shal T Live ?' Man ^s' Control over B irth and 
Death: 1 , Hit 1 and Wang, i.1.75": UC^^ : ' 

A thoi>gh.t provoking report espeelal^y usieful In^terms of dealing wftn the * . 
toncept of death and the qual;fty ol life. ' ' ' - . • % 

Becker, Ernest. The Denial of Death . 'New York: ,MacMI Mar/, (ci973), S7.95, 5M p. 

TJils work could^be>sed as'a^'modern exp lanatlspfhr^-lnlVpretatlon of ^DverBl 
psychodnalytic'ftieorie^s Including those of KlerJ^egaard, Rank and Freud. The duthor ' 
ha^ maintained the difficult standard of comprehensiveness: . *M have .written this 
"book fundame*ntal ly as a study In harmonization of the Babel of views on man and on 
*^the human condition. In the beUef that the time Is ripe for, a s.ysthesis that covers 
the bes| ^bought . I njrany fields, .from the. human. s<;lences tp rellgl9n. I have tried 
to/'avold moving against and negating any pqint of view, no matter how personally 
antipathetic vtp me; If It seems to have In It a core of truthfulness. I nave had a 
growing realizatldn over the past few years tljat the problems of manJs knowledge is, 
^ not to oppose and to demolish opposing vlefts, but to indud^e them In a^largei; theo- 
retical structure." He suggests;a synthesis* of psychology and religion to heighten 
^buman sensitlvltyvfn our struggle^agal.nst death. This work is relevant to the- many 
6f_us who will never read those *modern\g I ants in their unvarnished originals. Becke 
explanations are to the point and from the modern experience:, Zorba the Greek, A 
Cloekv^/ork Orange, C+iades Mansion, .The Playboy MysHque. So,' Professor Becker h^s 
purged his a<;ademic soul of pedantic qnlversjtydlum. But Becker^ s book 'is bo^th dif- 
'flcult VncI stimulating. The're'.are many* tedious, thought provoking passages, -which, 
If/^erpondered^ nay deprive you of your des.Ire to become enlightened; "Freud's 
overfondr^^ss of his own phylogenetic myths of the prima I -horde, [^IrveP^on-as* a pro- 
test against the submergence o*f indi\^Idual ity by specie? standardization, etc., etc. 
However, The Denial of Death Is of value for those .who have a desire to^delye Into 

* 'the psychpanajytic depths of human death. \ ' 

Cook, Sarah. Ch 11 dreg and Dying : an ExpFof?4tIon and Selective Blbfloaraphy. New ^ ^ 
York: Health .Services, 1973, ; j 

-Suryeys the sma i I amount of i iterature- on children and dying as It relates to 
nursing. The Renshavxfartlcle wh'Lch Is Included offers^solld advice to nurses, phy- 
,~2:lcj3ns and parents on underslfandl ng and managing death. The bibliography on child- 
ren's perceptions af dec(fh^Js sparse and dated., f^ot Rebomme^ded. - , 

Uutler, Donald R. " Updating ' LI fe and Death:' Essays In Ethi$^ and Medicine, Boston- 

• / Beacon Press, 1968, p. 286. . 



Editor Cutler has put together a group of well written docurrented essays By 
writers unlgueiy (Qualified to-evalua,te the development of medical ethics. Their 
background/vary frojn Dorr Professor of Research In Anesthesia at Harvard, to Senior 
Minister of the faith Presbyterian Church In Minnetounka, MIniSesota, to a member of 
Britain's Roydl -Col lege of Physicians. The six page index makes this a usefp! re-^ 
source f6r subjects such as abortion, life-concept of , transplants. Some of these 
essays nky haunt the ethical reaches of our mind: "...a refusal or fa'llure to be a 



donor of our body or-tlssije, in one way or another, amounts to dhoosing death for 
• somebody e-lse." "If t^nsp-lant surgery is carried -out, then tfie .mater f a I s ifecJd must 
De the-^e.sT [Possible. It is also for this reasi^n that donors should be young. ..the 
onger-the patient Is comatose the longer his kidneys, " heart, lunas and liver are . 
NRfely to suffer from Inadequate ciScuTation and thus no.t b& i deal material 'for >he ' 
purposfe. .The tremendous dilemma therefore arises tha-i? those youngsters wi-th brain 
damage are ideal dqnors only if the period of coma prior to removal of theJr organs 
IS snort... Taken al I together, these essays have a ffhakesper ian quality of intro- 
ducing the reads^r to m.ult!ple levels of inquiry. 

Fontenot, Christine. "Values in Literature: AiVernative appr6aches; The.SuMec/t 
Nobody Teaches" in -. English Journal, Vol'. 63, No. 2, Feb. 1974.. \'- . , 

High schcoMtngUsh Teacher describes unitS.she prepared^ and taught on^'deafh." 
Lontalns sorr^ excellent suggestions both on reading- materia I and music which can ' 
be inc^porated, i ' . ' ^, <. * . 
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Gordan, David Cole. ^ Over coming the Fear of Death' . New. -York: MacMillan (cl970),' '|.|5 

This Is n;^very s imp j y wr ittfen book, or mofe.accurately extended essay, on the > 
psych^ogy^of Death. The author mentions many of the psycho Iqg I ca ktheories more 
fV My hu6 oomple/ely deal+ v/Ith'by^^r (the Denial of Death) though this is not '. 
a. layman s Becker D. C. Gordan's- book- coi/!d be used as ajrodern critical view of ' 
!f^!r"xr°P'® ! focus on literal tirr«, money, soc la I 'status, etc. The author 




ymg thegi^y espoused Is that all peopU u... , . ^.c. . or seir^^orner and unl- 

verse, f Death, then,-- is^ the ultimate unification.. One does not 'have to share this 
thesis witb the author to appreciate Ji is evaluation of Wester^ proclivities. The 
liistoric re evance of,Gorda"f.'s-book {s..aptiy suggested by^Rabbi Jack Riemer's review 
In the-Jesui^ periodicaj, Anjerlca : "This i's the-cl3ssi,e view of the ancient pagan ' 

separation wn1ch- constitutes human yfe is not •> goal bui^nly a station and the 
ultimate end is to mergfe. back into the formless whole from'?/hich we canie.... It 
flncfMlr^''!^ +° +he class'ic b-ltlldal view,.which\ is that man is in some 

sense di-ft^rent from the rest of nature.... This book is an example of the new pop- 

rlJ:^-l ? !^ ''•^"^ ^^^"^^^^ religions in the West. There are many who will 

respond to. Its me.ssage." (Afr,erl'ca Ftsbruary 6, I97|, p. (32) ' ' ■ • 

■ a' ■ ' -■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ i. ' 

GroJfen, Earl, egl,. -Expla ining Death to Chi Idren. ' Boston:. Beacon Press, 1967 266 L 

Col lect-Ton of ^artlciSs by scientists and clergyman. Emphas i^zea- both the Chris- 
tian and psychological dimensions of death. Eh'courages adults to ^rmit children . 
to recognJz.e the r^^^^ of death and express their grief. Both dfactical thought- 
!" Contains ej^.ensFve ehopter bi.b.LipcjraphleS'. The editor a I so Vote a bodk.' 
Talking apout Death, a Dialogue Betw^ i-hl5>strated_])y Giseia Heau 

and prinfiTby Beacon Press,. 1970, The '.bs of—dT^ue is excel ient! but poorly " 

Rather it is.c»n adult concept of such a dialogue. For review of- this book see unit 




Jackson, Edgar N. Tel I Inq a Chil ld> about Deatf^. ^ New York: Hawthorne (ct965) 91 p. 



Topics covered ihcl uded the importance of telling a-'child about- defith, when how 
and what to eay; understanding ihe child's grief. The author stresses 'ftie' importance 
of including children i.n fefftiily'S experience of death in. ord&r to xeassure'ch i I d 
that death is a natural part of I i.f,e. The author makes some excellent point? but 
his style is simplistic and he tendWe-over illustrate. '.Easy reading. Not rec. 



Keljy, Orville E. "Make Today -pount" A.D. Jan.. 1975, 234 p. , 

. Rellglou? periodical, article about a'man living with the knowledge that he Is % 
^Jyin^ of. cancer. He determines to make every moment 'valuable and meaningful — ^ 
not only for himself and his family, but for those In simi lar^sltuations. ' 

Kubler-Rqss, Elizabeth. On Death and ftvirf?>< New ybfk: MacMillan, 1969, 260 p. ^. 

• ^ « 

Describees the author's work ^Ith the terminally" ill and sudg^sts methods for ' 
hospital staff to serve the dying. Discusses the stages through' wh icfi dying persons 
go while coming to terms fvith death. Analyzes resistance to confronting death and I 
suggests means cf I es^eningz-tfris^ resistance. AithouglT.-directed^to those Ir health ' . v - 
profession. Or, Kubler-Ross' Com'passion for the dying individual .and 'for/i-hose in- • > . ' 
volveti in his qr her care, comb i nes 'w i th her- in-depth knowhedge i"n the, field to-make 
this required reading, for those who wish to develop a better undei*standing of the ; 
subject. In the future high school students wi I h probab-l y view tfris^as a classic in 
its field, However, it is important to note -two 'reservations about this work. 'Some 
authoriti.es raise serious questions abput the accuracy of her concept .of specific 
stages through which people go through; Dr. kubler?nBoss Is'at flmes dogmsrfjc. rather 
■Hian tentative-ih her assumptions and 'concTl us ions. These prob lems-'are complicated 
in that she iias been somewhat idolized or at Je'ast -sa inted by many in the -health 
professions. so that critical rather than lauditory informpfion about her books may 
be dlfficul,t to come by. these reservations are relevant to librarians who shouLd 
•seek a balanced collection by providing alternative or everi antagonistic worldviews 
-on death, as they becotre available. .One solid and c/itjc5a1 material which presents e ' 
an alternative to the Kubler-Ross view is Edwin S. Shneidman's Death, th e Enemy. 
However, as the annotation on.it indicates,*^ it* is rather fcoorly~5arried out and some 
wTiat du 1 1 , ■ . - • . . ' ' • 

Kubler-Ross, El izabeth. Questions and Answers on Death and Dvina. New York- I^'ar- . ' 

• Millan, 1974, 171 p; : ^ ■ - * 

. ^ * ^ . , ' / ; 

Attempts to answer those questions most frequen-Tly asked by participants in 
death and dying seminars. Empl?a^is on' patient related issues. Directed- to thoie In 
health-care positions. Dr. KubI.er has great understanding of the 'needs of the dying. ' 
and those who care^for them. Her answef-'s are sincere and face the question of death 
squarel-y. Not recommended oWy because the issue of the child's attitude toward 
death is purposely, not 'inci uded. ' ' ' .- 

Kutscher,. Austin H.,: ed. Death and Ber eaven-int. 'Sprlngf leldr IL, Thomas, 1969 
* 364 p, $8.00 . J > • ' 

>CoHectlon of 4J articles by physicians, ministers, ps^ychi^atrists, ekid otWer ' 
professional persons. Entries vary In quality. A good bibliography. Recomm/nded 
for research. . . • 
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*Lepp, Ignace*^ Death and Its Mysteries.^ New York: MacMIIIan, 1969, 1^ p. 

^ • , ' • . ^ 7\ 

The author, a psychologist J^^psychoiharap 1st, and Cathol Ic'pr lest, explores 
topics of physlologfca I deati?, fe^. suicide, the meaning of' death, and^therlm-' 
mortality of the soul. A psychoj^I^I, documented, jion-emotfonaf religious approach! 
Win be. of InspFratlon to thosfe who view deatl^ ^s the freeing of the soul from the 
* body*" . * , -r 

LIfton, Robert J* Death Ip Life ; Survivors' of Hiroshima. Nq<7 York: Random House, ' 
1969, 576 R^-' , -■ ' ■' I 

Exhaustive study of the Impact of the bomb or> the city and the survivors."^ 'LIf- 
ton explores survivors reactions— physical and emotjonal, and thel-r attitudes toward 
those not affected. In Intervlevys Vlth 75 survlvprs, LIfton reported and ana-lyzed 
a fommon frame of. refe^nce* The survivors , have a -sense of continuous encounter 
with death extend I ng ^lifem the i nltla I ^exposure to the presenj. The author suggests 
that we, l^e. society, create new psyc!;)lc and social f6rms^ which wM I enable us to j 
rec+alm technology and Imagination In the service of .the continuity of llfe./Hlghly 
retommended for an In-depth^sych Icatrlc study of survivorship- ^ ' n,' 



McKlnney, Margot *and MIntdn, Mildred. Death : ^ A^ New M mage . November, 1-973, 21 p. 
' ^ - • ' ' , . ' 

^ A selected bibliography of Green Mountain -Col lege hotdlnas. ^ " \. 

t*)rlar)ty, David M. ^ cpmp. and e*. The Logs of Loved Ones : The Effeg>ts of a Death 
\ jj^g- Famj.ly on Personality Development . Sprln^f leld^TLT-^fhSmas, 1967, 203 p. 

Moriarlty^^s thesis Is thajim loss of a loved one, especial ly through death. 
Is most Important cause of major mentaT 1 1 Iness. 'Such Illness may occur Immediately . 
•or appear later In life. ' His thesis Is sgbstantlated by his case histories and' 
dialogues between patlepts and physicians. Further teistlmony is Supplied b.y contflb- 
utors,' Unfortunately, this bo<?k only* verifies the prpb'lem and offers no solution 
ojher than psychiatric halp after tlie p^ntal Illness has become manifest. Not ret. 

♦ 

Ntoss, Judith. ' ^'D^ath In Children's Literature,'' Ele mentary . Engl IsV. -April, 1972, 
< • p. 530-32. ^ ~ \ ^ ' 

Rev^lews six books, that show special sensitivity to the emotions of^^fear, 'Sharne,- 
anger, and ^dl.ff Iculty of adjustment following the loss of a loved person. 

Myers, Jeanette. "Literature, Drama, and Cbl Idren's' Attltpdes and Anxieties Con- 
cerning .Death," ELAN. Voi 16, No. I, Winter, 1973, p. 38-45. , i . 

Advocates al lowing chl Idren to^exfiress their concepts and fears of death' in 
play. Also encourages teachers to make available literature dealing with death. 
Contains wealth of suggested readings 'for children aged*5»-l2. 
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Osbornei Ernest. Wh^n you- Lose a Loved ^ Cite. Publ ic Affairs, Committee, 1958, '^8 p. 

. Comprehfjpslve. overview- of Varltous -adult reactions to death and mourning ^nd " 
, their relationship. to chjldren's feelings. Simply and directly written, but contains 
nothing which Is not co\>er^tl In greater depth* In moje recent studies. Not rec. 
fl , ' '» • * . ■ ' 

Parker, A, Ntorg^n. ' ScMclde among Yougg Adu-tts. New York: Exposition Press, 1^74, 164 

A study of youn^ aduiti ((7.-25^ who have attempte.d or committed suicide In'the 
U,S, Armed Forces. Parker researches the sign! f Icanj:' f§ct6rs In uaderstand-Ing and . 
dealing with suiclda-j behavior. He focuses on -the^le of Christian ministry *as a 
vital resource in su.lclde prevention. 'This study covers attitjjdes toward suicide 
in past; theories regarding the nature of suicide, occurance data, symptoms,' and 
met/Tods, The rel Iglo^g^ mens Ion receives special a,1;tenti6n. Well organized, 6ut 
does no't.dlrectly^deal with the concept of death." Not recommended. 
.- ^ > . ' '. 

■ . . • ^ • . ■ ^ " \ 

Pearson, Leonard, ed." Death and Dying, current Issues .In the treatment of khe dying 
person. Cleveland, Case Western Reserve, -1969, 235 p. " 



Topics covered; Include: psy^cho IpJ i ca i death— as opposed to physical death--, 
life and. death forjces witliin the individual, treatment of dying In England, -effects 
of death on farally, and awareness of dearth* process. Written by clinicians and . 
scientists. Well done, J) ut Written for the scholar and researcher, not recepmmended.\ 
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Powers, Thomas. "Learning to' die: The Fl^lal Lesson that 'few Doctors Know-how to " ' ' 
Teach." Harpers- Magazine , June, 19*^1,. p. 7-2-80. / 

ft^ExceJIenf study.of the current istate of dying In am Institution. Inclijdes a 
chronlclfe of the last hospital I zat ion .of a;"Mrs. B." ^nd relates Issues of death- ^ 
and dying. tp her case. . , • " . ■ 

Savary/ Louis M. and Carrico/ J. Paul. Contemporary Film and»the New generation-. . 
Association Press. New York, '1971 .(Youth World SerTesTr" — T 

A brief, critical han.dboo'k on ^contemporary films,, some of which deal with or h, 
touch on theyconcept of death: For Example/ there is an explication of Universal T 
^ ctures' TeM. Them vniMe Bo^;^ (the Hero who commits an act of violence and 
dies perhaps nobl^i,), as well as an evaluation of United Artists' Midnight Cowboy, 
and. Columbia Picture Industries' Easy Rider . / ^ , ^' 

Scc/tt, Frances 6.^ and Brener,/uth Confrontations Death: A Book of Readlngsl 
and Suggested Metho(Js of Instruction^ Corvallls> Oregon, .Continuing Education 
. (cl97l), 184 * ^ 

" ^ • * ' * 

Selected read I ngs ' des I gn^ to elicit discussion of feeling about death. Intent- 
provide a situation in whl^W^ader can <ionfronl- Ms or her own death realistically 
and thus be better prepared to confront 'life ana help others'SEfo same. This Ys an 
excellent collection of readings-especial ly for tSe- reader who hasn't the time to 
assemble his own collection of materia Is. Especially hel'pful: "Some philosophies 
of Life and •Death,'^ "Theme of Deafti In Poetry and ti-terature," and "Some Coi^sldera- 
+ Ions of Persona I Health." ' , ' 
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Shnefdn^an, Edw}ni.S. Death the Enemy > Psychology^ Today, *t 973, (cassette ^tapel^ ' 

\^ ' • . ' Academic" tedfous Interview wrth Shnelximari.-'^Prhnarl ly of lntdres*f to re- * 

searcher, adds .Mttle to background of teacher or librarian. Criticism of KCbler-poss 
Report Ms of Interest, ' -N > ' .V \5^' ,A 

. Vfojf, Anna W.M^l Hejplng Your Ch?!^ Undersrtand Death >^ .Child' Study, 1973, 96 p. $K50. 

Suggests ways of guiding ^chf Idren of various ages \o understand and accept death. 
Very percept? ve--a good' buy at ;fhls i^rlce. . * ^ > 

Zellgs,*Rose. Chtldren\^ Experience Iw 1th Death, Springfield, ^IL C. C. Thomas, 1974, 
. , 22 p. _ "V^ ■ 

o . , . . V ' ' .-^ 

The chl Id's. concept of ^eath 'grows with ag^v Thus, the f lye-year-ol d may * 
thl.nk that life and death are revers.ible while a ten-v^ar-old will be interested In 
the cause of death'. Parenta I ,att Itudes affect children's attltiJdes. Parents can 
help them by.^ including ctUIdrin In al I phase's of life, Jncluding deaths Very brief 
and cdmmonsensicaU ^ . 
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De Paoja*, Tomie, N^-na Upstairs and Nana Downstairs, 'Putnam 1973* 



Grades K-2. Four year old Tornmy hafe a great-grandmother who Is bedridden . • 

. J^Jana upstairs - and.a grandmother who Js active - Nana downstairs* He enjoys tth^ 
companionship of both, and partjciilarly enjoys Nana upstairs' stories* When Nana 
Hjpstalrs dies Tornmy learns that she wllU.never come back and .that Nana dnWnstalVs 
will eventual'ly deteriorate and become ^ Nana upstairs* For children this could • , 
- be a soberlng'^comlDrehenslble^tudy of what [t means to be young, old, very old' 
:^ and dead/ Refe/ence tota failing star as **perhapskjjhat was «^kiss fro^.Nana-Up-" 
stairs" is somewhat^ romantic, ' • ^ ( ^ 

^Grollman; Earl A. Ta Ik'lng about Beath\ a dialogue between pa/ent and chMd * 
BostoA: Beacon"tPress, 1970,, 32 p. ' ' \ 

, ^ , • • • . . 'r ^ ' ^ - 

' ' GrsdeS: 2-4,. Written as a pa rent's, guide to bring child to understanding of 
, ir;eanlng of deatli. The parents section briefly bu^ cllrect-ly offers suggestions - ' 
for methods of ap^?roach and el laborat loh on tlie Ideas presented In- the chl idren * 
^ section. Although the Ideas present^ In the childrervJs section are sound, the 
* manner of presentation Is cold and unappea! ing. The 1 1 lustrations' add nothing to , 
the text" which In ItselT Is una'htract live, floi r eccrt^mended, » 



Tressa|t,^AIvln* The O^^ad Tree . \PSrent's ^'agazihe, 19/1 
- ; 4 - 



\ 



^ Gf^ch&s: K-3, Stor| of the slow^ decth of an oM oak tree ancl Its contribution 
,to nature - shelter for* birds, an 1 ma is arjd Insects. When the treff Is blown over* 
by. a strong wind, the trunk decays and adds to the balance of nature* , In tlje t 
f^iaaj scene young acorns are sprouting to replace the tree. Simple and appnopVlate 
study of th6 I ife'Cycle^'-ln nature'. Good 4 ntroductohy material for approach to 
,,"study ifv doathas^ part of J Ife* • ' ' ^ , ' 

Worst-,- Judith; The tfenth Gbod Thing about Barney * . Athenlum, 1971, -25 p. ^ • 

Grades: K-2'. Wb^n Barney the cat dies, the 'mother sugge^s that b^r son j 
think of 10 good things to say about him at, his funeral* He can only think of 
9 but his search for the lOth^^helps him to aCdept' death. Honestly' handles, the 
emot'lons stemming from the },ioss of a pet, \Deals frankly with questions ^gardlng , 
• the finality of death* Gentle and, stralqhtforward* ' . ' * 

-3(/arbtjrg, Sandol 5. GrovKlng Time . Hooghton-Mlflln,^ 1969^ 44 p* ' . ' 

Grade^: .K-3. Wheh*Jamle's dog dies, he Is glv\n 2 explanation^ of death: ^ 
that de^th Isn't a going away but.. a going "back to*the earth an,d the spirit never 
dies'- It, lives in the suirvlvors heart. Jcmle considers both as reasonab^le^ but 
Is more comforted by a new puppy* 
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Zo4otoo,-Aar|^tte. My Grandson Lew. New York: Harper & Row, (cl974), 32 p. 

♦ ' ♦ • * • \ ^ ' 

'-Grades: K-2. A^boy of six rebels hl5 fond Hnerrxjr leg, of his grandfather to 
hrts mother and asks lier why he hasn't come bade. She explains that he died, but 
she hadn*t told him because he hadn't asked for him. they console each other by 
sharing their memories of him. Honestly and simply portrays a child's confusion 
regarding the absence of someone he loves^ The mother's response Is touching I y 
sincere rather i-han saccharine. , " . • 



Berg, David, Per^pectl.ves on Death. SI I ver^Spri-ngs, Md: Communitape & Waverly 
' vPress, (CI972). W ' ^ - ^ 

^ ' * * • ' * » ' * 

. - ^Grade 4-8. , Sound Film Strip: "Rinera! 'Customs 'Around the W©r.ld" 28 min. 
Notes similiarity of funeral customs, i.e.. visual confrontat ion, ' rel igiou^ ceremony, 
procession, dlsposaT ceremony etc. in the'Qrient; Africa, Europe, North & South 
America. Sound Film Strip: "Death Jhroiigh.the Eyes of the Artist" 22 min. Death 
themes in thwart of the ancient pw-amids, ancient Greece, the Renaissance and, the 
J 9t^' century. Thesis: Art attempts, to make 'death more concrete and therefore 
more compre^hensLble. Audio Tape: "Death themes in Literature" 20 min. Thesis: 
Death themes* in literature attempt to explore mystor i,es -of deqth and man's emotions 
-^covers from Greek to late 19th century, ^udio Tapec "Death Themes in Music" 
18. mm.' Thesis: 'j:}omposers attempt to capture moo^J^ of deaj-h and -expose their own 
fee^lipg toward ft. A superficial survey which romps through 20 centuries, 3 disci- 
plines and 5 continents *ip one hou^; too broad ih scope.^ But there^ is some value 
in sjjperf icial audic/ vidual materials for some students J n terms of an' initial' mo- 
tivation. • • . ' ' * ' 

BuckJ Paarl^. The Bigny/ave/ New York: 4ohn Day 1947, dl^pages. 



1 Z 
Grade 



e; ^-6. TwoJJapanese boys.. Kino, whose family are farmers, ^nd Jiya, 
jly are fishermen ^re close 'fY* lends. Wheiva tidal wave destroys Jiya'i 



CleaVer, Vera,, and Cleaver, B j 1 1 G??ov9r . XJppincott, ^ (970. M 25 pages. 

: -Grades 4-6. Te.n ySar old Grover Is-confuse'd end ^upset by his fami ly*s un/ 
wl I U ngness/fp discuss his mother's terminal illness. After she commi.ts suicide 
he aTt6mp*s to Adjust to' the changes Imr death makes in hls^ life. Realistic, somer 
times- 'humorous, often s,ctd*,^but never scrber.- Good i I lustration of chMd's desire 
'tp adapt. 

eieaver,* Ver^P^and'CI-eqver, Bill. Where the Li I '.es Bloom . ' Lippincott, 1969. 
.* J 74. pages. - ^ 

; " . V ' ' . * , . . 

* .Grade 4-8. ,When the^Luthers* fath'&f dies, the children secretly bury hijn. 
Mary^ the middle child assumes respons i I i ty for the 10 yr. o|^ "brother and the 
retarded old^_ sister. V/ith extraordinary skill the tl^ee manage t6» survive by 
scratching a I ivlng %{;om the soil'. . This i&van excel t^t account "of the tragedy of 
c)ii Idren surviving alohe. They exhibi't extreme courage and good, humbr but the 
child of average means ^ay h^ve difficulty identifying with tha dire poverty of 
their existence. ' - ^ ' 
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Leq, Virginia* the r^aqtc ifeth . New York: Seabury (c^l972).' 64 pages. ^ 

^ ^ " • 

Grade 2-5. Mark 0., a klndergBrtner and the youngest oi 5, watches his sister 
Maryanrie grow weaker from, a* heart condition. He, brings her smaljl gifts \q cheer 
her^ One of thes^. Is a caterpillar cacooh. On'the day of her cfeath, the fnoth e- 
merges fpom the cacoon. Excellent story of how more than one membjan* of/ a faral ly 
copes with death. Plot and character development are. real Istlq and the funeral ^ 
process Is well explained. Sensitive Without be4ng top sweeter too morbid. 

• • • ^ . ^ . ; . ■ 

L|vin4g/With Dying . Sunburst. cl973. 2 sound fllmstrlps and cassette tapes. 

Grades 5 and up. PaK I. Acceptance T /Asserts tha't death is a p^rt of life 
by exploring the life cycle, the concept of Ijfe expectancy and the search for .Im- 
mortality. Proyldes an especially c lear. definition and .simple «DnceptuaH ration of 
life expectancy. Quotations from W? H i am .Shakespeare &nd Frand^s\.Bacon ar^ apt and 

'artistically done; the student needs no prior knowledge t*Q- appreciate fheae^l I ternary 
geniuses. However, the language may be pver^demandi ng to younger studer^s» Ihtrq- 
duces the moral and ethical Issues of who shoujd dete?mine who shaTi 1I>^ and who 
shall die. Covers fear of death, grief of losing loved ones. Foj;:pefu^y^ brj^ 
out loneMnes-> of older people who *ar^ surroJnded by machines r?th^r^an!.peij[^1e. 

-Summarizes major ways in which humans deal with death. Part H lmmortaJ;ltv . 
'^ore appropriate for grades 5-7 because of the stronger focus on young'Chi Idf^n. , » 
But this part also suggests ways parents ^shou Id openly* and directly explain -death 
to children. Goes through 5 stages through wlilch some peop^e^go,^ aacor'ding tcf \ 
Kubler-Ross. Dramatization of these five stages is developed forcef)j||y and sadh/. 
Taken together with part I, this Is a colorful, evocative teaching k\t «hlch mov- 
ingly leads to Its closing lines: "death is a natural 'part of life for all living 
thirfgs in the world.'* . , ' , ^ ^ ' 

Org8l,-Q. The Mulberry Music. 1 1 lustrated by Dale Payson. Harper, i97l-. 130 pgs. 

Grades 4-6. Eleven year old Libby*s grapuTjother loves and lives life to the 
fullest. Grandma enjoys swimming at dawn, so.sh^ dcas. Grandma jogs In her; mul- 
berry sweatshirt and Isn't concerrned wJth^^other ^^ople'^s perceptians of her. The 
love which LIbby has for her grandmother establishes the difficulty Libby has In 
coping with Grandma Liza's illness, weakening health and finally, h^r death. Uibby 
copes by participation in a funerdi appropriate for Grandma^ Liza. 



The End of One. .ISmm, 7 min. Learning Corporatidn of Anerlca. 

... Grades 4-8. Views of New York garbage dump and deatH it causes a EeaguH. 
allegory o,f modern societal polJution. Effective camera and sound track^ techniques. 
Not recommended for unit on death, but iTseful for unit on pollution. 
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Sfnith, Dofis. A Tag of - Blackberries . Crowell, 1973. "58 pages, , W 

^ Ages 4-T. , Jamie and .his best friend have good.time^ tog'^#rer, but Jamie 
. . iende;J t-o oyer-dramatize a/id fSl I .ta'll stories. Thus, when J^ie was stung -by a 

bee whrle gathering J'apanese beetles, his. friend, disgusted wfth Jamie's overacting, 
•. leaves f>im.. Later,. He learns that 'Jamie died of the sting. Wi-th the »love 'and . 
understandincj of his family, neiglibors', and Jamie's mother., the friend accepts ^' • 
Jamie s death/and I^&^rs to' live with his -grief Good study of youth's' reaction to 
death and of how death -can' bfe a growing experiertia. 

Whitehead, Ruth. The Mother ?ree. Seabufy, I9fl. 149 pages. 

. • . . ^ ; 

Grades 4-6. Eleven-year old Tempe is forced prematurely into the' role of 
^housekeeper and babysitter by her mother's death. A supersti tuous," but Qnderstand- 
"\tg grandmothdr assists her in accepting her acquired role. This book is overly 
• • sentijcental . Not Recommended. ' . ■• " • ' , 
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7 and up 



y\rundeJ, Honer, The Blanket Word . Mashvllle: Thomas Nilson Inc. (cl973), I38p. 
$4.95. 'Grades ^8H 2. *\ • . . * 

^ , Jan, the liberated college student. Is unwrlVingiy drawn back -Jrltp/her family 
circle when she returns home for her ^then's ^^uneraL^ Surprised. to firid herself 
grieving for; the mother whom she thought she d Idii't • jcve, she Is st'i 1 1 alienated 
fripm her sisters aad the: traditions vthey espouse. She doe$^,. however^ es;fablish 
rapport with her brother who^asslsts^lier. In her struggle to cope with her ami) Iva lent 
feel/ings. This f9rthrlght and non-sent Imentaf novel Is literarlly dramb/ic, though, 
thejstyle and (jqde are not maintained through the last third. ' 

Beckman^ Gunnerl . ■ Admlsslon^to^ the Fe^st . Holt, Rtnehart and Winston, ,1972, Il4p. 
. Grades 8 - 12. / ^ . ' ' . . ^• 



* , AjmatJre 18 year old learns^" she dying and goes into Isolation In order to 
gather her thoughts. She dops so in the form of a letter to a cjear trlond In^whlch 
5^ne details her desire to-deny thejiorrlble recognition of what Is about to happen 
^to her, her feelings toward *Jier f ami ly^ her remembrances of good times past, and 
. her relatlonship^with her . boyfriend .> In closing she Js able to accept, the reality 
of her condition. Interesting^ format, sincerely written. A chronicle of the 
strength requ i red t<^*face the reality of- death. 

Gunther, John. Death Be Not Proud . New York: Harper* and ^^ow* (c 1971 ) 26lp. Gra'cJes 

8 and lif). , ^ ' ' ^ ^ . v 

' ' *' * - ' 

The father of a child who d Jed of a brain tumor records the child's ordeal - 
. and the remarkable courage he' displayed *|n coplng-wlth. his terminal jllness. Emphd- 
sis:' 15 months time - diagnosis to death. The father is justifiably proud of his 
exceedingly bright young offspring. But the reader seeking a Ijeiter' understand t ng 
of the'typiqal reaction to dead-h may have difficulty Identifying with John Gunther 
. asprotrayed by his father. More meaningful Is the afterward by the boy^s'mother In 

which she explores her reac+lons and encourages th^se who I Ive to ch'erish the'^joy 
' df life. * y ' 

y ' 'I ' ' 

Harris, Richard. * ^Death of a Revolutionary: Che Qugvara's Last Mission . Norton^ 
, 1970. 2l9p. Grades 8 and up. V , ^ 

Account of 'Che's guer/rl I l^a campaign In Bolivia.* Explores the motives and pur- 
poses of the expedition and its leader In the /context of Latin-American History. 
Wei ! written but documentation may be c]uesf lonable. Does not deal with Subject of 
\J^' this bibliography. Not recommended.^ ' ' ^ , . 

Hunter, ftollie. A Sound of Chariots . Mew York: Harper, 1972. 242 p. Grades 7 - 

^ Bridie McShane adored her laughing and affectionate father. After his death 
she retreats Into a world filled with horrors. In parthcular she^ Is appalled by 
her mother's mourning, t'lnally she comos ^o accept her grief &nd seeks to show h^r 
love* for her father by developing her owiy talents. SklllfuJ Interpretation of 
the sights, sounds^and feelings surrounding death and the changes death brings to 
Q a chl Id's I Ife. ' ^ * ^ 
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Klein, Stanley. The Final Mystery . New York: Doubleaay, 1974, 85p. Grades 6-8. 

Explores the clinical definition of death, the beliefs of alYcIgnt peof^le and . 
religious beliefs regarding death. I^y answer some children's questions on the cul- 
^, tural aspects of dea+h, but does not address itself to the heart of the matter, i •e. 
. - how death affects fhe individual. - Not recommended. ' » 

/ , • ^ • ' >' 

Langone, john. Death Is a Noun/A View of t^e End of Life . Boston: LIttlte Brown 
and Co. (cV 1972 r 228p^^ Grades 7 -*9* 

■m * » 

Science's emphasis has been on the art of healing, that which may be learned of 
death In the areas of ethics, moral ity,, medical ethics, religion and law hars bee.n 
overlooked. Discusses some of tho difficult questions regarding death but emphasizes: 
*the many different points of view and encourages one to make his own judgments. 
Tdp^ics covered are: When does death occur, facirig death, euthanasia, abortion, 
capHal punishment, murdeV, and suicide. .Honest attempt .to present many^yjews^ on 
controversial issues. ' ^ ' 

Logan, Jame." The Very Nearest Room . New Ycrli^: JJcrlbner, 1973. 249p, (Jrades 6-8. 

. , Fifteen year o J d Lee's mother, suffers series of strokes. Is hospitalized, and 
dies. Lee 'sV father, a physician is *freque.ntly away from home. She assumes the role 
^ of mother and housekeeper for her younger brother and sister. V/ell wrlften hovel 
showing the Impact of M Iness and death - the fnisfratLon as well as the love pos- 
sible under these conditions. ^ 

Lund, Doris. Eric ' LIppIncOtt, 1974. 345p. $7.95. Grades 7-9. 

Story of*a young man'»s fight for life after^ he learns at age 17 that' he had » 
leukemia. Recounts the lonliness of those who suffer and the courage required to 
perform in normal situation despite their grief. Compas*sIonate but not overly 
sentimental account of a fight - not against leukemia - but agalost the tendency 
to give up.* Honest testimony for enjoyment of life while It lasts. 

Mathis, Sharon Bel L Teacup ful I of Rose s. I^w York: Viking Press (1972) I25.p. 
Grades J - 9 . 

Joseph Is the second of 3 sons. He refill zed that his older brother will proba- 
bly destroy himself with drugs, despTte tho^r mother's wllllngr^ss to Jeopardize 
the remainder. of the family's we-l I being 1fo prevent such, destrucHpn;* Joseph 
confronts this cIrcumstaQce by enlisting iVi the army so that he cah turn his earn- 
ing over TO- the Youngest brother, Davy, whdm Joseph perceives Is the most worth- 
while of the three brothers. But the el desV' brother steals the rroney. Is robbed 
and kl.lled. In the attempt to recover the rtoney, Davy Is killed. A portrayal of 
a culture in which destruction, violence. and overwhelm! ng love compete. 

" V " # 

j The Old Woman , colo'r. 2 min. with tchr's. g^Kde. AC! Films, 35 W. 45l-h St., New 

' York r0036. 1974. $50 (rental availably. Preview available.^ Gr 9-coUege. 

* ' , ' \ • 

Reviewed Ih Previews', Dec, 1974, p. 12. Reviewer suggests this film was 
meant for a' discussion-starter, but-'Is In fact a ^f requiring serious before- 
pj^^-hand work by ^students. . \ ( / 



• Peath, Sylvia. The Bel I Ja r. New York: Harper & Row (cl97l). - . 

' . ' . ■ ■ , . 3 

Grade 8+. Chronicles the six months of madness and treatment of the brilliant, 
attractive, talen;fed and ^successful heroine. Highly aiitoblograpKlcal . Moves quick- . 
ly • first person nesrratlon Is effective means to lead reader Into the deranged mind. 
Although the topic Is depression and attempted sulj4i\de, the author's Insight Into 
the unhealthy a+tltude toward death Is compelling. 

Rosenthal', Ted. How Goal d- L Not tg Among Yo u? Mew Ybrkl George Brazleler (cl973) 
, 74 p. \ : ^ ^ ) 

Grade ?+♦ The author had lived for thi^e years with the knowledge that he was 
dying of leukemia. He offers a series of brief verses testifying to the beauty of 
life, his love for Avh at he wl I I leave. and his anger with his Incurable llli^ess, 
Hauntlngly rfeal Insight developed In the face of^eath. * 

Segal, Erich. Love Story . New York: Harpej &'Row, (cI970)J, 131 p. 

Grade 7+,. Rich, athletic Haryaj^d boy meets and fal Isf In love with poor, studious 
Radcliffe girl. They marry despite his pafdnts' objectiorte and have a, year of v/edded 
bliss before It Is discovered that' she is dying of leukeml^. Superficial - ful I of 
cliches. But this book will probably be read by girls tfeeklng romantic tragedy rather', 
than sonr^ Insight Into na"^ure of abiding jove. Not reconroended. 

♦ • 

"Sherburne, Zoa. Jennifer . New York; Wm•^ Morrow & Co., 1959, 192 p. 

Grade 7-9. After Jennifer's twin sister's %ath at the age of 8,^the mother- 
becomes a severe alcoholtc. This story chronicles teen-aged* JennI fer's struggle 
40 fina peace and normalcy In a new' community after her mother Is.cured. Also stud- 
ies Jennifer's fear that her mother will revert. Deals frankly with a child's resent- 
ment and fear of alcoholism. Easily identifiable reactions d0played. Not reccm- < 
>ended for unit- on death, but exdel lent for unit on alcohbllsm* \' 

r > 

Should Man Play God? , 1973, color, $180 (rental $15).- Prjeview available. Prod, 
NBC-TV. ^Distributer: Films inc., I 144 Wl Imette Avenue, V/i Imette, IL6G09I. 

* V. \ ^ ^ • • ■ / ■ / 

In fifteent minutes .this documentary format film brief ly questions the valldltyr* 
of psychosurgery anp fjsta! e:<per I mentation. The. film sht^fts from operating room j 
scenes to Interviews ivlth medical personnel and patients. The f lashback rrethod mayi 
lead some viewers to see this use of the flashback techplque as a melodramatic ratf\er 
than scientific tone. Sequentially, Should r^lan Play Gq'd ? Is a beginning treatmenf ^ 
of the complex questions'^ of patlerttfe, incluoing fetus*^ rights. " ' ' ■ 

- 7 ' 

Stoltz, Mary. By -the Highway Hoine » New York: Harper & Pow, J97I, 194 p. / 

Grade 7-9. Thirteen year olcf Cathy Reld's brother was killed In Vietnam. Her 
father loses his job and decides to move the family to Vermont/ Deals primarily* ' 
with Cathy's grief for her brother, her feelings toward her sister arfd her adjustment 
to life In VerTOnt. Not all events credible, but on the whole there Is a realistic 
.treatment of grief as experienced by a sensitive and articulate heroine. ' 
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Though I Walk Through the Valley. Pyramid. $6, I6nim, 25 minutes. , ^ 

Gra<fe--7+. A cancer patient told he has'6 nonths to live has l^ved 5 years. He 
^dl-Scusses his relationship with God, hls^eslre to'glve up, the anticipated pain 
of separation from his family.- His wife ^d daughters anticipate thel^Veactlon to* 
his death. With them he discusses the wavrhe wants to^be remembered. . Good photo- 
graphic technl^^, but extremely didatlc. May well offend rather than lns*plre. Mot 
recommended . ' • 




Tolstoy, Leo. Death of IvagKych and other s^forles . "The Death of Ivan I lych." 
.blew York: Signet Classic's (cl960), p. 95-156^ . 

Grade 8+. Recounts the life of a rather mediocre Judge whose ends are material 
and social.^ The tragedy Is not that he died, but that his life hadno meaning. 

^ ' . ■• 

Wtiite, Robb. Deathwatch . Doubieday, 1972, 238 p. - ^ _ 

* V ' ' ' • 

GradQS 7-9. Ben a 22 year old student acc I dentally shoots a man. His employer 
refuses to allow him, to report It and tries to bribe Ben In order to cover up the. 
shooting. When this fal ls, the employer shoo^s-the dead qian again and leaves Ben 
to choose between death by dehydratlor/ln the desert or accepting his terms. An 
exciting suspense novel demcnstryUng the struggle between two strong personalities.. 
Students who enjoy suspense aniJjffhr i Hers will enjoy this. 

Wllmer, David R.,and Joan Meyers Wllmer. America; Twentieth Century Fiction: Auth or- 
ity and Self-Discovery . Evanston, IL: McDpugal, LiTtell & Co. (cl973), 230 p. 

^rade 8f. Excellent collection of short stories* demonstrating development of 
modern thought. Unfortunately, not suited for purposes of this bibliography. Not 
recorrinended. . * » 

\ 

Windsor, F>atrlcta- The Sumner BefQre . Harper &^Row,'l973, 241 p- 

Grades 7-9. Teenagers Alexandra and Bradley' have throughout their childhood 
enJoyed(<an unusual and platonlc relationship. Their parents, however. Interpret 
their relationship as sexual and attempt to separate them. In revolt, the two run 
away "and spend an unhappy summer In a commune. In escaping from the commune,^ Bradley 
Is killed. Allx retreats from reality, but with psychiatric help and the passage 
of time overcomes her grief and turns once more to face life. Captures the intense 
emotions of misunderstood adolescents - their. needs and their rebellion when stiff led. 

Zlm, Herbert and Bleeker,' Sonla. Life and Death . ^:orrow', 1970, ^63 p. 

Grades 7-9. Surveys life functions, differences between death and sleep, medlcaf 
tests for death, autopsies and decayf of 'the body. General frame of reference Is 
death from old age. Concentrates on the observab«fe facts about death. Excellent 
section on t'Tlal rituals - both ancient and modern. Reassuring and unemotional 
presentation jsp. for children v/ho have never been confronted with facts of death 
and dying. / • 
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Books for Adirlts . ' ^ 

Anthony, Syljria- The Ciscovery of Ceath in Childhood and After . London; Allen 
. Lane. 1971. ' = . 

Becker; Ernest. The Denial of Death , -riew York: f-adilllan, 1973. ' : 

Birk^ Alona, "the Berfeaved Child," ftental Health . Vol. 24 no. 4, 19G6, p. 9-11. 

Childers^Pej-ry^ ^^he Concept of Deatii in Early Childhood," Child Development , Oct! 

Cook 1 Sarah. Chil dren and D;yinq: an Expldration^and e' Sel ective Bil lioara-^hy. Hew 
York, Health Sciences, 1973: ' 7;; \ ' • 

•Crain, Henrtetta, "Basic concepts of Death' in Children's Litemure," Elenientary 
, 'EncQlsh, Jnn. .1972, p. 111-5.. • • , 

I 

Cutler, Donald R. Updating Life ar.d Death: Essays in Ethics and f^dicine . " Boston, 
Eeacon {cl968).7 ; '■ . ; ' 

Death and B ereavement . , Springfield: C. C. Thoras, 19f9. 

^ Duniont, Richard. The African Viev of Daatli: Acceptance or Denial. CamLridge, 

General Learning, 1972. : = ^ 

' ' , ' " - 

' Effects of .Early Pctrent Death . .Ic.York: f;SS Information Corp. 1975. 

Fontenot, -Christine, "Values in Literature, Alterr.ative Approaches." Enql-ish 
^j^Jouniai Feb. 1974, Pi G2-3 ' > • T "^ V' ' 

Goldfogel, Linda. "IJorking v/ith the Parent of a Dying Child." AmeVican Journal 
of Nursing , August, 1970-, p. lC75-e. ; • 

"Gordon, David C. Oyercominq the Fear of Death . Ner York, Lad illan, {cl970).' 

Jackson, Edgar. Telling a Child about D eath. Hawthorn, 1965. ' ^ 

Kubler-Ross, E. On Death and Dying . Wew York: f.acr'illen, 19C9. 

Kubler-Ross, E. Questions and Answers on Death and Pvinc . f:acfillan! , * 

Lifton, Robert. Living and Dyinc:. Mew York: Praeger, 1974. 
Lepp, Ignace, Death , its l.ysteries .. /cronto: rad.illan/iQrQ. 
(.ills, Liston 0. Educational Persp3c|(}vos on Death . UashVille, Abingdon, (cl9e9). 
fiitchell, ri.E. Child's 'Attitudes Ta/srd Cegt'i . V.e\i York: Schocken, 19ef. 
iiitford, Jessica. The Airerican L'a.v of Geeth . 1:21' York: Fa\cett, Ices. 
ftoriarity, David. , The Loss of Loved 0nc3 . Springfield: Thomas, 19C7. 
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itorispn, RobeK S. "Dying." Scienti^i G Anprican . Sept, .1?73^ p: 55-61 c 

lioss.-dudith. "Death in Cli:'P3dren(s Literature," Elenontary English , 49 4 p. 530-^. 

.Myers, Jpanetto. "Literature', Drama and Children's Attitudes and Anxieties Concern- 
ing Death." elan . Winter 1973, p. 38-45. . . . ... 

, • . 

flev/ York Times; 

Cole, S.R. "Cooks for Children based on t!ie Theme of Death.; Sept. 2C, Section 
7 p. 8. 

Hoyt, H. "Introducing the chile! to death." Sept. 26' Section 7, p. 8. 1971. 

Kubler-Ross, E. "Dying chi-ld/cope^s \ ith death Better than Parents." Jan. 23, 
1972, sfection 2, p. 43y^ 

^ "Effects oh'Family of'Death of Child-St^ess on other Children." Sept. >5, 1973, 
section 1, page 20: ^ 

Ginott, H • "Oh child assuming Father's Role after Death.'" Jan. 17, 1974, 
section *1 , p. 34. 

"Survey of Mtitudes tov/ard De^th" July 21, ir7';, section 1 p. 6. 

"Reviews of adult Books on Death" July 21, 1974j* section 7, p. 2. 

Osborne, Ernejt. When you Lose a Loved One . Public Affairs Corm. Inc. 1st ed. 1958. 

Parker, A. ai:id [.organ J. Suicide among Young Adults . Jerichq., U.Y.: Exposition 
* Press (cl974). • ; \ — ~ 

Pearson, Leonard^. Death' and Dying . Cleveland: Case I'estern Reserve, 1569. 

. - ' ' ■ 

Poviers, Thomas. "Learning to Die: the Final Lesson that few Doctors know ho\' to 
teach."- Harpers [.■aqa2ine , June, 1971, p. 72-80. ' 

Scott, Francis. Confrontations bf Death: A book of readings and a s uoqos ted irethod - 
of instructioF ; Corvallis, Oregon: Continuing Education (cl?71~]L 

ScHneidman, Edwin S. Clues to Suicide , ffew York: f cGraw.' Hill , (cl?57). 
Sudnov,',. David. Passing On. Englev.obd Cliffs, H.J.: Prentice Hall, 1967. 

* \ * ' ' ' 

L'augh, Evelyn. The loved one . • r!ew Yprk: Dell. ^cl94r). 

"'..'hen Deatii Strikes e Child." liursing Update. Aug. 1971, pC 1-7. 

L'olf, Anna C. l/olf, Anna, helping your Child .Understand Death . Child Study 1C73.. * 

Zeligs, Rose. Children's Experience i.'ith Death . Thonias, 1S74. 
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Undassirfled 

V 

Death Interpretations. Dell , .1969, $2.45. ' ' ^ 
A Door Ajar. , United. Church, 1970, $2.50. 
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